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ButTcHERS versus FARMERS. 


That the Briton is a law-abiding, long-suffering 
person is proverbial, and we should think that of 
all classes of Britons the butcher is the most long- 
suffering. Some years ago tuberculosis in cattle 
was not looked upon with any greathorror. Unless 
the patient was very bad, it was killed and eaten 
with simple faith or ignorance. Then science 
pointed out that it was dangerous, and Public 
Health Acts provided for the seizure of meat which 
was visibly tuberculous. Butchers were prosecuted 
and fined, not only for selling such meat but for 
having it in their possession. In very many cases 
the condition of the animal was not apparent 
during life, and the butcher paid a good price for a 
diseased bullock only to have the carcase seized and 
to lose what he paid for it. In no case does the 
farmer offer to pay half the loss, and in most dis- 
tricts the farmers decline even to subscribe to an 
indemnity fund. 

The butcher is quite unable to detect disease 
until he has slaughtered the animal; the farmer is 
able to detect it—and very often does. No one 
suggests that a farmer should apply the tuberculin 
test to 100 cattle in a field. When he sells four at 
a time he can test them, and if he were responsible 
for his diseased brutes he would do so. Recently 
the butcher has rather lost patience with this one- 
sided dealing, and has endeavoured to invoke the 
assistance of the law courts. He not unnaturally 
imagined that if a brewer sold beer with arsenic in 
it and was liable to the purchaser, or if a corn 
dealer sold oats with anthrax on them and was 
liable, that a farmer who sold beef with tuberculcsis 
in it would also be liable to the butcher who pur- 
chased. 

The case we reported last week, which was heard 
before the Lord Chief Justice, has rudely shattered 
the butchers’ hopes. A farmer is legally entitled 
to sell tuberculous beasts to butchers who buy 
upon their own judgment, although the best judg- 
ment cannot detect the disease in very many cases. 

The only move the butcher has left for self pro- 
tection is to refuse to buy without a warranty. The 
meat traders Federation is surely strong enough to 
enforce this. If they could agree for one month to 


buy none but warranted animals they would win 
easily, and establish the custom which would be as 
good as law. 

Phe Board of Agriculture and the pedigree 
breeders of stock decline to schedule tuberculosis, 
and without this it is difficult to see how compen- 
sation can be paid to anyone. A butchers’ boycot 
of unwarranted cattle would force the farmer to 
protect himself, and this he could do speedily by 
using his power with the Board of Agriculture to 
enforce scheduling. Nothing will move the stock- 
owner but a cash consideration, and the butcher 
bag the game in his hand if he will combine and 
force a warranty. 

We hope the butchers will act for their own pro- 
tection, because their action would move the farmer 
and the farmer would move the Board, and tubercu- 
losis would be submitted to regulations which would 
control the plague, and, whilst freeing the butcher 
from loss, would give compensation to farmers. 


THe ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The annual general meeting will be held at Red 
Lion Square on Wednesday next at 12 o’clock, and 
it is to be hoped that members will bestir them- 
selves for once, and attend in at least fair numbers. 
Injthe very early days of the R.C.V.8S.—before the 
birth of most of the members now living —although 
the profession was far smaller than at present, and 
travelling infinitely more difficult, yet the attend- 
ances at the annual meetings were actually much 
larger than they are now. That early enthusiasm 
has long passed away, and the subsequent neglect 
of our annual meeting and dinner is a standing re- 
proach to the profession. The dinner, of course, 
was a purely social function, depending for its 
existence upon the esprit de corps of the members. 
For the present, at least, it has ceased to exist—the 
Council have decided to hold po dinner this year, 
solely on account of the miserable attendances at 
so many former ones. The meeting is more than a 
social function—it is the one official gathering which 
every member has a right to attend, to discuss the 
affairs of the profession with its leaders. A Charter 
has given us that annual privilege, and most of 
us never avail ourselves of it once in our lives. 

Sometimes we have one poor excuse for our 
negligence—the fact that the absence of any matter 
of acute interest augurs an uneventful meeting. This 
year, however, we have the all-absorbing topic of 
the new Bill, which is embodied in the annual re- 
port, and will come before us for discussion. 

It will cast little credit upon our boasted public 
spirit if an annual meeting held at so important a 
period in our history should only be attended by 


the usual handful of members. 
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A CERVICAL INJURY. 


Subject.—Bay six-year-old mare, used for parcel 
van work. 

History.—At the beginning of February, whilst 
at work, the mare had a fall, but with no apprecia- 
ble injuries. Next morning the stableman on going 
into the box noticed the animal had great difficulty 
in moving, so we were consulted. 

Symptoms.— Whilst at rest in the box the mare 
appeared to be in normal health. On being made 
to walk, movement was very difficult indeed, as she 
seemed unable to advance both her forelegs fast 
enough, if made to go faster she stopped altogether, 
with a propping attitude of the forelegs and rearing 
on her hind ones. 

There was stiffness of the neck region so that the 
mare couldn't graze or turn round on her own 
ground, so to speak, but had to take a wider circle. 

jagnosis.—Nervous derangement, but unable to 
definitely localise the seat or causal factor, but the 
neck region was looked upon with suspicion, on 

account of the rigid way it was carried. 
Treatment.—The mare was placed in a roomy 
loose-box and a physic ball administered, with 
laxative food, followed by absorbents (potassium 
iodide) and nervine tonics (nux vomica). After a 
time she was allowed to run in paddock in the day 
time and up at nights, without any medicine. 
Course-—There was no material improvement 
after nearly three months treatment, except at a 
very slow walk, so she was destroyed. I might add 
there was no appreciable atrophy of any muscle of 
the fore legs. 
Post-mortem.—On removing the muscles of the 
neck and examining the cervical bones, the sixth 
was found to be diseased, there being bony excre- 
scences around the articular margin of the sixth and 
seventh vertebra, with caries of the articular sur- 
faces. These lesions in my opinion being caused 
by periostitis following on the fall. 

Veterinary Department, 

Midland Railway, Derby. 


PURULENT METRITIS. 


I was asked to destroy a cat, said by the owner 
to have been in labour several days without effect, 
nothing but a purulent matter escaping from the 
vagina. She was said to have been in kitten on 
several former occasions, but without giving birth 
to same, only the escape of some purulent material 
being observed. After destroying it I took the 
opportunity of making a post-mortem, when I found 
the uterine horas full of thick pus, the walls of the 
uterus being greatly thickened and showing a chronic 
inflammation. 

The second case that came before my notice 
occurred in a French bull bitch, aged eight years, 
which I was asked to destroy, it having been under 
treatment periodically for a year or more, recover- 
ing somewhat on each occasion after the escape 


recurring and the consequent escape of the dis- 
charge becoming a source of trouble in the house, 
the owner decided to have it destroyed. During the 
time that she was under treatment the symptoms 
displayed were those of gastric catarrh, great lassi- 
tude, frequent vomition, increased thirst and dis- 
tension of the abdomen. This was not pendulous 
as seen in ascites, but distended on either side, and 
had no marked effect on the respiratory move- 
ments. On opening the abdomen each uterine horn 
was found to be fully distended and appeared com- 
pletely filled, whilst the body of the uterus seemed 
normal, the distension only appearing at the horns. 
These were removed together with the body of the 
uterus, and the contents allowed to escape and 
collected, measuring 32 ounces of a thick purulent 
material having a consistency of condensed milk. 
The walls of each horn were much thickened but 
not to the same extent as in the case of the cat; 
the interior showed a chronic inflammation. 

Strange to say the mother of the same bitch suc- 
cumbed to the same disease, and an Aberdeen ter- 
rier bitch in the possession of the same owner was 
at this time admitted for treatment suffering from 
a uterine catarrh, with a bloody discharge from the 
vagina, which under a few days treatment seemed 
to improve, when soon afterwards it was found dead 
one morning, having been in good spirits the preced- © 
ing day. On opening the abdomen this was found 
to contain a quantity of blood-coloured fluid, the 
peritoneum, both visceral and parietal, being exten- 
sively inflamed. In situ, the left horn of the 
uterus was seen to be fully distended with fluid, 
whilst the right horn was almost empty and was 
found to have sustained a small rupture near the 
ovary, which allowed of its contents escaping in the 
peritoneal cavity, and so setting up a peritonitis. 
The extent of the latter would almost suggest that 
the rupture had occurred several days prior to 
death, although no undue symptoms were manifest- 
ed. The uterine walls in this case were thinner 
than normal, and the contents only semi-purulent, 
tinged with blood. 

The condition in each of these cases would pro- 
bably be caused by suppression of menstruation, 
the excretion accumulating, and in time becoming 
purulent, relief being afforded from time to time by 
the escape of this material. Neither the bull bitch, 
nor the Aberdeen terrier, nor the cat had at any 
time given birth to young. 

GEORGE YATES. 


DISEASE AMONGST HORNED CATTLE IN 
CENTURY XVIII. 
(RINDERPEST IN THE OLDEN TIME.) 


Great distress was caused all over Britain by the 
death of horned cattle between 1745 and 1756. 
The dreaded dreadful distemper was, according to 
Mr. Theobalds, who made diligent enquiry, 
“brought over from Holland by two white calves, 
which a farmer at Poplar, near London, sent for in 


from the uterus of its contents, but on the condition 


order to mix the breed.” He further says, “the 
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infection got to Maidenhead, in Berkshire, by two 
cows brought out of Essex, and sold at the fair 
there.” This is more credible and creditable than 
that a money-loving English tanner “ bought ver 
cheap a parcel of distempered hides in Tehual, 
which bad been forbidden a sale there and should 
have been buried.” 

Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, F.R.S., who graduated 
M.D. at Leyden in 1724, and L R.C.P. London in 
the following year, Acting Secretary of the Royal 
Society from 1730 to 1752, in his endeavour “ to 
assist in staying the public calamity” examined 
several sick cows and those who looked after them. 
He states ‘‘a cow shall be seemingly well, feed 
heartily, and give the usual quantity of milk; in 
twelve hours time she shall suddenly reduce her 
milk nearly 50 per cent., cease to feed, and grad- 
ually lose her milk. The first day the breathing is 
short, but without much cough; for which they are 
blooded and have their noses rubbed with tar, but 
with no success. Some hang down their heads and 
run much at the nose, for which a bag of scalding 
hot malt is put on their heads, tied between their 
horns, but the beasts have not recovered. The 
second or third day most are severely purged, 
groan much and die. Those taken into warm 
houses, clothed, and have every care given them 
last for five, six, or even seven days.” 

Further particulars noted by Dr. Mortimer, 
whose circular describing the basis upon which 
he fixed his fees called forth Hogarth’s satirical 
print, are recorded in The Gentleman's Magazine for 
December, 1746, and February, 1747. 

Daniel Peter Layard, M.D., D.C.L., F.R.S., one 
of the founders and vice-presidents of the British 
Lying-in Hospital, whose father, a Huguenot refugee 
of Montpelier, fled to England in 1681, published 
an ‘ Essay on the Nature, Causes, and Cure of Con- 
tagious Distemper among the Horned Cattle in 
these Kingdoms,” dedicated to John, Earl Granville, 
Lord President of the Privy Council, and dated 
Huntingdon, January 31st, 1757. In 1747 he had 
been appointed Physician Accoucheur at Middlesex 
Hospital, but soon had to resign owing to ill health, 
and go abroad. Returning in 1750 he settled in 
practice in Huntingdon where he remained twelve 

ears, taking the Licentiateship of the College of 
hysicians in 1752. Regretting that nothing had 
been done to any purpose to stay the disease —which 
did not surprise him, as he considered the observa- 
tions far from satisfactory, some of the statements 
being contradictory—he was called in 1756 to 
attend the family of Mr. John Mehen, of Godman- 
chester, where the disease had reappeared amongst 
the cows in February. Mr. Mehen having lost ten, 
having two dying, and seven seriously ill, Dr. 
Layard offered to investigate the nature of their 
disease too, which was gladly accepted, as Mr. 
Mehen had suffered seriously during two other out- 
breaks. He formed the opinion that the distemper 
was similar to small-pox in man, as it was com- 
municated in the same way, and the symptoms and 
gress verysimilar. The treatment he prescribed, 
ounded on this opinion, led to the following results. 


to the time of the crisis not being duly observed, 


but “it proved the solving of the difficulty.” The 
distemper disappeared before the year was out, hav- 
ing cost Parliament in grants for loss of cattle alone 
from 1746 to 1757, upwards of £212,000. 

It was again brought into England in 1769, when 
the Earl of Northington gave notice to the Privy 
Council on the 3rd of December of an outbreak in 
Hampshire. Some of the members of the Council 
having read the essay on this distemper by Dr. 
Layard, who had removed to London, applied to 
him for advice and assistance. He was consulted 
in drawing up the Orders of Council and Acts of 
Parliament, which from being put into force at 
once stopped the spreading of the contagion and 
banishing it in less than six months from Hamp- 
shire ; and from Banffshire, in 1770-71, at the com- 
paratively small expense of less than £3,000. For 
these services the House of Commons voted Dr. 
Layard £500, and the King “ Farmer George,” ap- 
pointed him to correspond with Holland, Flanders, 
France, and all other countries where the contagion 
should appear. During this correspondence, which 
lasted many years, Dr. Layard had exceptional 
opportunities of studying the distemper, which only 
confirmed his opinion. 

In 1774-75 it was again brought into England, 
cases heing reported from Norfolk and Suffolk; but 
the same Rules, Orders, and Acts of Parliament 
being put into force, a clean bill of health was soon 
obtained at an expense of less than £2,000. 

It was owing to Dr. Layard that on May 6th, 
1746, the inhabitants of Alconbury, five miles from 
Huntingdon, agreed at a public meeting to the fol- 
lowing regulations relating to the stocking of the 
commons for the present summer and during the 
present infection amongst horn cattle: 

1. The commons may be entered upon by sound 
cattle, and such as have not been amongst infected 
ones, on Saturday, the tenth of this instant, May, 
and not before. 

2. No beasts which have recovered from the 
infection shall be admitted to common under the 
space of one month at least from the time of their 
being perfectly recovered, and also of their being 
removed from their infected layres, from which 
layers they shall constantly be kept at due distance 
from that time forward. Nor shall any such re- 
covered beasts be admitted to common until they 
have been first duly curried, and washed with vine- 
gar and warm water, and until it shall sufficiently 
appear to the Parish Officers and other proper In- 
spectors that the said beasts are free from infection 
and fit to be admitted with reasonable safety to the 
common herd. 

3. No beasts bought or taken in at any time 
since Lady-Day last shall be put into the common 
under the space of one month at least from the time 
of their being so bought or taken in—nor then, un- 
less apparently sound. 

4. The Parish Officers, with other proper Inspec- 
tors (if appointed), shall agree to meet and go about 
the town of Alconbury on some certain day or days 
that they shall fix upon, before the breaking up of 


Five recovered, another, about to calf, died, and the 
seventh was lost by being purged too soon, owing 


the common, and shall carefully examine every 
beast designed for the common to see if he be 
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sound and free from all just ye of being in- 
fected, and shall accordingly allow or forbid the 
benefit of the common to such beasts, determining 
herein according to the best of their judgment and 
for the most good of the parish and neighbourhood, 
which judgment of theirs shall be valid, and their 
determination observed. 

5. Itfany cattle brought into the commons shall 
at any time be justly suspected of infection, the 
parish officers or inspectors, or each, on due cogni- 
zance thereof, shall forthwith prohibit them the 
said commons. And on wilful refusal of the owners 
to obey such prohibition; the said officers or in- 
spectors, either or all of them, shall cause such 
suspected cattle (on evident grounds of just sus- 
ue to be immediately removed, or else imme- 

iately be put to death, in such manner as shall be 
most agreeable to His Majesty's Order, and to the 
true intent thereof, for the safety of other cattle. 

6. No cattle from other parishes or districts 
shall be taken in to common while the present 
infection amongst cattle continues. 

7. The several herdsmen and cowkeepers ap- 

inted by the town, shall every day, be very care- 
ul and watchful in observing the cattle under their 
charge, and on any sign or signs of the distemper 
appearing amongst any, shall give immediate notice 
thereof to the owners or owner, and also to the 
parish officers or inspectors : and this upon penalty 
of forfeiting to the town such proportion of their 
covenanted pay or wages, for every offence or neglect 
of duty, as the said officers or inspectors shall think 
meet. 

8. Duecare shall be taken, by some proper and 
convenient means that shall be agreed upon, that 
at the returning of the beasts from the common 
every evening, they shall be kept back from ap- 
peers infected places. And of such their return 

rom the common every evening (as well as of their 
going out in the morning) due and timely notice 
shall be given to the town by the herdsmen and 
cowkeepers, who shall sound their horn at such 
times, according to the accustomed manner, or 
according to any proper directions which shall 
be given by the officers, as the case shall require, 
from time to time. 

9. All houses, hovels, yards, and the like places 
where infected cattle have stood especially those 
lying near highways or any common passage of 
cattle) shall be carefully purified from infection, in 
the best manner that can be thought of, and so as 
best to answer the intent of His Majesty’s Order, 
for the common preservation of our cattle from in- 
fection. Also palesand gates lying near the road, 
or common passage, and with good reason sus- 
pected to retain any remains of the infection, to be 
carefully looked after by the owners, and by all 
reasonable methods to be secured (as far as in their 
power) from communicating the infection to cattle 
that shall pass by such places. And of this, the 
proper officers shall take such care as shall be ex- 
pedient for the common good and safety of cattle. 

10. Lastly, all persons that girs to send 
their beasts to the common, shall beforehand be 


and drink their beasts, or at least to tar them well 
in all proper places, before they send them to the 
said common.” 

This interesting document is preserved in Dr. 
Williams’ Library, Gordon Square, W.C., duly 
“Signed by us inhabitants of Alconbury, whose 
names are underwritten: John Selby, Thos. Mark- 
ham, Charles Goulding, x his mark, Eliz. Prentias 
(Prentice, according to the Rent Roll), Wm. 
Baxter, Edward Knighton, Saml. Abbott. Thos. 
Wright, gave his consent to everyone of the fore- 
going articles in the presence of Jno. Jones, Ch. 
Goulding, Wm. Baxter, Alice Brown, John Catton, 
Tbos. Markham, junr., Wm. Spurrier, Ceorge 
Smith, John Cowper, his mark, W. Burton, Joseph 
Sharp, his mark, John Sharp, his mark, Will 
Campion, John Leech, John Hull, Thomas Perrin, 
his mark, Peter Brown, John Foot, his mark, 
Christopher Ladds, Robt. Barker, his mark R.B., 
Richard Wilson, his mark R.W., James Bunting, 
his mark, Lawrence Parker, his mark. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


MuscutaR ATROPHY ARISING FROM NERVOUS 


LESIONS DUE TO PARTURITION. 


Certain nervous branches supplying the posterior 
trunk are liable, at the moment of parturition, to 
compression, or even destruction. The literature 
of veterinary, as of human obstetrics is almost silent 
regarding the partial muscular atrophies, or the 
paralyses, that may result from this damage to the 
nerves Within the pelvis. This silence is due not 
so much to scarcity of facts as to negligence of ob- 
servers, and to the frequent recovery in cases where 
the nervous compression only causes a transient 
disturbance of nutrition. M. Cuny, in the Journal 
de Méd. Vét. de Lyon, records a case which places 
the contusion and degeneration of the nerves which 
supply some at least of the muscles of the cronp 
beyond a doubt. 

A strong mare—a good breeder, who, for several 

ears, had always yielded excellent progeny, gave 
irth, apparently under normal conditions, to a 
magnificent foal. A little time afterwards the animal 
—habitually one of quick and free gait—seemed to 
experience some momentary difficulty in walking. 
Five days later a muscular atrophy appeared, and 
afterwards increased with great rapidity. 

When the alteration was well advanced, the con- 
dition gave, at first sight, the impression of a frac- 
ture of the pelvis, as, when examined from the 
right side, there was apparently a considerable 
depression of the right quarter. Careful examina- 
tion, however, showed that the ilia on both sides 
were perfectly symmetrical, dispelling the idea of 
fracture. Examined from behind, the deformity 
was even more evident, owing to the muscular 
atrophy being more perceptible. The left side of 


the croup preserved its normal convexity upwards, 
but the shape of the right side was outlined by the 


desired and advised by the parish officers, to bleed 


concave line of the anterior edge of the ilium. By 


ue 


May 30, 1908 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


palpation, it was ascertained that the iliac crest, and 
the gluteal surface of the ilium, especially towards 
its anterior edge, were almost immediately in con- 
tact with the skin, only a thin layer of intervening 
tissue existing. 

It was evident, therefore, that the right middle 
gluteus muscle had almost completely disappeared 
The other muscles of the same region—the super- 
ficial and deep glutei, were perhaps injured, but 
that was not certain. 

The pathology is thus explained. The nerve 
supply of the atrophied muscle or muscles is derived 
from the anterior gluteal nerves, which are four or 
five in number, and originate, either separately or 
in groups, from the posterior portion of the lumbo- 
sacral plexus. They leave the pelvic cavity by the 
great sacro-sciatic opening, along with the anterior 
gluteal vessels, and are distributed chiefly to the 
middle gluteus muscle. Within the pelvis they are 
exposed to contusion from the hard parts of the 
foetus during parturition, and that is certainly what 
has occurred in the present case. 

The further history of the mare was that she was 
put back to work some months after the parturi- 
tion, and had accustomed herself to the new condi- 
tions very well. Five months after parturition, or 
even later, the atrophy still persisted. 

The onset of the case shows the existence of a 
sort of “ period of incubation’ between the initial 
injury to the nerve and the appearance of symptoms. 
The sequel shows that the gluteal muscles have 
little, if any, action in locomotion.—Annales de 


Méd. Vet. 


W. R. C. 


ErystrpELAS SERUM—CASE FROM PRACTICE, by 
Veterinary Surgeon Hennic, of Bukowitz. 


‘Some time ago I infected myself on the index 
finger of the right hand by a puncture with the 
canula of an erysipelas culture syringe. On the 
next day a violent swelling of the under skin of the 
finger took place, which after some days abated, but 
a painful erythema migrans broke out in the hand, 
which invaded its front and back surfaces and 
between the fingers. After a week and a balf, a 
severe swelling of the cutis vera of the middle 
finger arose, which, in the course of a day, again 
abated. 

After two weeks I submitted, on the advice of 
Veterinary Surgeon Paul, of Schwetz, to an erysip- 
elas serum injection. On the evening of the same 
day the hand was painless, and on the next day I 
could use my hand, which hitherto had been sus- 
pended in a bandage. The erythema suddenly 
vanished. The prompt relief proved to me that 
erysipelas infection had occurred. 

Infection of men by swine erysipelas is, according 
to many collegians, not uncommon, and about six 
weeks is occupied in the healing process. I advise 
a trial with erysipelas serum.—Ex. Berliner Thier- 
dirtz Woch. 

G. M. 


_ [The treatment of erysipelas in the human sub- 
ject, however arising, would seem to come well 


within the scope of sérum treatment. The mor- 
tality in diphtheria since the introduction of diph- 
theria antitoxin has fallen from 28 per cent, to about 
8 per cent. Why should not quick and great suc- 
cess follow the use of erysipelas serum ?—TRans. | 


Cooxep 


Twenty drops of a recently prepared 1 per cent. 
solution of hematin mixed with 20¢.cm. of boiled 
milk be decolorised in a few seconds, while a simi- 
lar amount dropped into raw milk will remain a rose 
colour. This reaction can be obtained a long time 
after boiling. The temperature of the milk affects 
the rate of decolorisation, if heated for 15 minutes to 
70 the colour begins to pale and disappears at the 
end of 10 seconds. If the milk is heated to 80 the 
decolorisation of the milk is instantaneous. Milk 
brought up to a bundred in a closed vessel retains 
the colour, although it is noticably paler, if heated 
to 110 in a closed vessel the colour becomes a 
yellowish coffee tint.—Soc. de Biol. 


CHOLESTERINE. 


Iscovesco has demonstrated that cholesterine 
protects the human red corpuscles against sera and 
hemolitic agents, it both diminishes the activity of 
the agent and fortifies the red corpuscle, he has 
given it in 1-5 gram doses twice a day in purpura 
hemorrhagica, in four cases of chlorosis, eight cases 
of pulmonary tuberculosis, and six cases of infantile 
lymphangitis, with the best of results.— Soc. de Biol. 
F. E. P. 


VETERINARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT UPON 
THE INSPECTION OF DAIRY COWS. 


[From Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health 
of the City of Edinburgh for the year 1907.] 


During the past year nine of the older byre premises 
were closed, and the number of cows inside the City was 
thus reduced from 2,944 to 2,765, a reduction of 179. As 
time goes on the number of byres will probably be still 
further reduced, and thus the City will become more and 
more dependent on supplies of milk from the country. 

2,070 visits were paid to byre premises within the 
City during the year. During these visits each cow is 
examined separately, and the cleanliness of the cows and 
of their surroundings is strictly investigated. Many of 
the cows, when newly bought, suffer from parasitic skin 
disease ; these are ordered to be cleaned at once. The 
udder of each cow is carefully examined, and when any 
abnormality exists, a sample of the milk is taken for 
bacterioscopic examination. 

Tuberculosis is the disease most prevalent in all dairy 
cows, and is perhaps the most important as regards 
public health. This disease has received your Inspec- 
tor’s special attention. Twenty-nine cows were found 
suffering from this disease, and their removal was at 
once demanded. In nine of these cases the udder was 
diseased, and tubercle bacilli were found in the milk. 

On two occasions tuberculous cows from England 
were discovered in the Cattle Market exposed for sale. 
They were immediately ordered away, and they were 
taken back to England. 

The Edinburgh Municipal and Police (Amendment) 
Act, 1891, gives power to remove cows from byre pre- 
mises, but gives no control as to where they may be 
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sent. This is an anomaly which should be at once 
remedied, as experience has shown that cows removed 
from city byres have sometimes been sent to distant 
farms in the country where inspection is less rigid. 


In the year 1891 when the cows in Edinburgh were| 


being killed under the Pleuro- Pneumonia Order, 20 per 
cent. were found on post-mortem exa.nination to be 
affected with tuberculosis. During the recent outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease, when all the cows in five 
dairy premises were slaughtered, a careful post-mortem 
examination showed that only 5 per cent. were affected. 
This is a great improvement upon seventeen years ago. 
No doubt the prompt orders for the removal of diseased 
animals makes dairymen more caretul in selecting 
healthy animals. 

There was an outbreak of anthrax in which one 
animal died of the disease. Disinfection was earried out 
and the disease did not spread. 

Four visits were paid to dairy premises under Section 
60 of the Public Health Act on account of outbreaks of 
scarlet fever and diphtheria, but in no case was it found 
necessary to stop the milk supply. 

Several visits were paid to byre premises beyond the 
city boundary, and in one of these a cow was detected 
with tubercle in the udder, the milk trom which con- 
tained large numbers of tubercle bacilli. The removal 
of this cow was immediately ordered, and she was sent 
to the knackery. 

_ The following tables will indicate the work done dur- 
ing the year :— 


Bacterioscopic Examinations. 


Expectorate - 54 specimens, 

Milk. - 64 

Blood for Anthrax 1 “a 
Total 119 


Of the Tuberculous Cows ordered to be removed from 
byres, Tubercle bacilli were found— 


In the expectorate in : - 19 cases. 
In the milk in - - - Ds 
Clinically Tuberculous, but in which no 
expectorate could be obtained and no 
bacilli were found in the milk x fs 


Cows ordered to be removed from byres under the 
Edinburgh Municipal and Police (Amendment) Act, 
1891. 


Tuberculosis - - 29 Cows. 
Septicemia - - 
Pneumonia~§ - - 
Drops - 
Johne's Disease 
Total 


Disposal of Cows which were ordered to be removed, 
as far as information in regard to their destination 
was obtainable. 
Edinburgh Slaughterhouse 10 Cows 
Leith - - 10 


” 


England 4 ” 

Knackery - - 
Total 34 


Joun Rippocu, M R.C.V.S. 
Veterinary Inspector. 


East Coast Fever is spreading in Natal, the eastern 
rts of Cape Colony, and in Umtali (Rhodesia). In- 
Fected cattle are immediately destroyed. It is stated 


the carcases are sold to mine contractors at 2d. a pound 
for native labourers.—W. 7’. J. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


From Mr. Barrett’s report we make the following 
quotations :— 

During the past year the sum of £216 0s. 8d. has been 
received, made up as follows :—Subscriptions, £121 1s.; 
Donations, £25 14s.; Life membership, £21; Divi- 
dends on investments, £48 5s. 8d.; full particulars of 
which are enclosed. At theclose of the financial year, 
viz., 31st March, 1908, consols of the estimated value of 
£1411 15s. 10d., and Norwich Corporation Stock, valued 
at £532 3s. 6d., were held by the fund. The balance in 
the bank on the aforementioned date was £166 14s. 3d. 
I trust, therefore, that the sum of about £85 may be 
available for investment at the next meeting of the 
Council, which will be held in the early part of 
July next. 

During the financial year 1905-6, the sum of £171 1s. 
was obtained, during the year 1906-7 the sum of 
£171 10s. 10d. was received, whereas the year just 
closed has resulted in the sum of £216 Os. 8d. being 
available for the work of the Society, being an advance 
over the preceding year of no less than £54 10s. 8d. 
During the year just closed £125 worth of Consols have 
been purchased at the price of £103 17s. 6d., notwith- 
standing this outlay there is a balance in the bank of 
£166 odd as previously stated, a portion of which may 
usefully be employed in further augmenting the invest- 
ments of the Society. The subscriptions for the year 
are in excess of those received last year to the extent 
of about £12, and the donations this year amount to 
£25 14s. as against £4 3s. only during the preceding 
year. With regard therefore to the income of the 
Society, one may safely say that it has progressed almost 
beyond our expectations, and as I shall show presently 
this advance is due to the great energy which has been 
displayed by our President, Mr. J. F. Simpson, whom 
the Council fortunately chose to fill the chair at the last 
July meeting. During the year ending 31st March, 1906, 
the sum of £132 5s. was voted by way of relief ; during 
the year ending 31st March, 1907, the sum of £122 13s. 
9d, was similarly expended, whereas the present year has 
resulted in the sum of £92 10s. being appropriated to 
the relief of recipients. There is thus a diminution of 
about £30 in the sum advanced towards relieving dis- 
tress, such saving having been effected by the unfortu- 
nate death of two of those who were in receipt of aid. 
You will observe that the Council have voted an annual 
svbscription of one guinea to the London Orphan 
Asylum. The Council felt, that inasmuch as the Society 
had ensured the election of the son of a deceased veteri- 
nary surgeon to the School, it was fitting that this small 
grant should be given, more particularly as thereby help 
_ accrue to the child whom it is next sought to place 
there. 

I have now been Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Fund since it was inaugurated ten years ago, mainly by 
the exertions of Professor Macqueen. I should now be 
glad to be relieved from the duties which such a position 
entails. I am therefore becoming anxious that some 
younger man should step in and fill the breach, in order 
that even further progress may be made, and the amount 
available for relief be considerably extended. I refer to 
this in order that you may fully understand, that the 
progress during the past year has resulted largely from 
the work of our President. He conceived the idea of 
endeavouring, upon the meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation at Yarmouth, to form a faies committee, and if 
possible to secure a lady in each county who would 
nndertake to get in subscriptions and investigate any 
case for relief. His efforts have been most gratifyingly 
successful. Many ladies showed their eagerness to assist, 
literature was supplied to them, with the result that 
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about £50 has been received through this means. My 
Council desire me to express their gratitude to each of 
these ladies, and although some have necessarily been 
more successful than others, our thanks are due to all of 
them, Lady M‘Fadyean and Mrs. ee of Yarmouth 
have been particularly energetic, and have greatly aided 
the work of the Society. It has been found that ladies 
are peculiarly fitted to investigate the circumstances of 
those who apply for relief. 

I feel I should like to add that the National Benevo- 
lent Society, of which Mr. 8. Locke is Hon. Secretary, 
has frequently kindly assisted those whom we are assist- 
ing, aa thus the five shillings we allow is augmented 
to ten shillings, and comparative ease and comfort drive 
away the anxieties which beset those whose declining 
days have been so tinged with poverty. Thus we are 
encouraged to strive for the progress of the Society, for 
an enhancement of its funds in order that ten shillings 
may become even twenty, and absolute freedom from 
worry may be assured to those of our brethren, or more 
particularly the widows, who are stranded by the way. 
And yet, alas, roughly 2,700 members pay no heed to the 
work we are doing for our poorer colleagues. It cannot be 
that they are unable to help us, or that they are lacking 
in sympathy. It must be due to the false belief that 
there are no acute cases of distress in the profession. If 
so let me assure them that there are several veterinary 
surgeons, and widows of deceased veterinary surgeons, 
who, through no fault of their own, are practically 
penniless, the widows being obliged, if resolved to avoid 
the workhouse to work for their living, when owing to 
age infirmities or are unfit for it. appeal through 
my Council to each of these 2,700 members to send at 
least a small sum annually, and thus to help forward the 
work. The ladies will, I trust, continue their efforts and 
enlist others to assist them. They can aid the good 
cause as much as the men. 


Cash Statement from April Ist, 1907, to March 31st, 
1908, 


W. F. Barrett, Hon. Treasurer, in a/c with the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


RECEIPTS. 


‘To Balance at Bankers on 
April 1st, 1907 
» Interest on Investments : 


Consols 32 12 2 

Norwich Corpn. Stock 15 13 6 
— 48 5 8 
», Subscriptions ‘ wis 121 1 0 
» Donations 2514 O 
», Life Members 21 0 0 
£381 0 5 

Investments :— 

Consols at Cost 1411 15 10 

Norwich Corpn. Stock 532 3 6 

£1,943 19 4 

PAYMENTS. 

» Grant to London Orphan Asylum i1¢« 
» Printing, Postage, and Sundrie: 1617 8 
» Invested in Consols ... = 103 17 6 
Balanceat Bankers 166 14 3 
£381 0 5 


Particulars of Relief during the year ending March 31st, 
1908, 

Mrs. H. 12 0 0 
Mrs. F. 310 0 
Mrs, F. 13 0 0 
Mrs. G. 6 0 0 
Mrs. E. 10 0 O 
Mrs. B. 12 0 0 
Mrs. N. 12 0 0 
Mrs. W. 12 0 0 
Mrs. J. 12 0 0 

£92 10 0 


We hereby certify that we have examined the above 
Accounts, and 1n our opinion they are correct. 


(Signed) Woonpcer, 
Gro. Hon. Auditors. 
May 6th, 1908. 


ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The following were the principal prize winners for the 
last Session :— 

College Bursary (£21), Gold medal (Surgery), Bronze 
medals (Medicine and Surgery), Macfarlane medal for 
best paper on final examination, and silver medal in 
Obstetrics—John W. Morrow. Gold medal (Medicine), 
Bronze medals (Surgery, Obstetrics)— William Brown. 
Silver medals (Surgery and Medicine)—John Robson. 
Silver medal (Clinique)—Duncan Campbell. 

Class C.—Gold medal (Pathology and Bacteriology) 
and Silver medal (Materia Medica)—William M‘Gregor 
Mitchell. Silver medal (Hygiene), Bronze medals 
(Materia Medica, Pathology and Bacteriology)—Frank 
Chambers. 

Class B.—Gold medal (Senior Anatomy)—Andrew D. 
MacGregor. Silver medal (Senior Anatomy), Gold 
medal (Physiology)—Hazlett Anderson. 

Class A.—Gold medal (Theoretical Chemistry), Silver 
medals (Biology and Junior Anatomy)—William Dixon 
Connochie.—JN. B. A. 


THE GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


A meeting of the Provisional Committee in charge of 
the Scheme for securing the endowment of this Institu- 
tion under a body of Governors, was held in the cham- 
bers of Messrs. Russell and Duncan, writers, 54 West 
Nile Street, Glasgow, on Wednesday, 13th May, 1908, 
when there was a good attendance. 

The following tirst list of contributions towards the 
capital and revenue funds up to 13th May was sub- 
mitted :— 

I. Towarps Capita Funp. 

Mr. James Buchanan, Lavington Park, London £525 

The Bellahouston Bequest Fund 500 

Mr. William Weir, Kildonan, Ayrshire 500 

Mr. William Baird, Cambusdoon, Ayrshire 500 

The County Council of Renfrewshire 

The Trustees to the late Duke of Hamilton 

Sir John Stirling Maxwell, Bart., Pollock 

Mr. J. G. A. Baird, Wellwood, Ayrshire 

Capt. Stirling, Keir, Dunblane 

Mr. James Coats, jun., Fergussie, Paisley 

Sir John Wilson. Bart., Airdrie 

Sir Charles Bine Renshaw, Bart., Barochan 

Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart, Bart., Ardgowan 


250 

105 

100 

100 

100 

100 

50 

50 

50 

Mr. Alex. Whitelaw, Gartshore 50 


| 
£ s, d. £ 8s. d 
16419 9 
| 
—! 
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Mr. James Baird Thorneycroft, Hillhouse, 


Netherplace 50 
Mr. J. H. Houldsworth, Rozelle, Ayr 50 | 
Mr. Alex. Archd. Spiers, Elderslie, Renfrewshire 50 
Sir Thomas Glen Coats, Bart., M.P., Paisley 50. 
Messrs. Wordie & Co., Ltd., Glasgow 50 
Messrs. Wylie & Lochhead, Ltd., Glasgow 50 
Mr James Hamilton Houldsworth, Coltness 25 
Col. George M‘Call, Daldowie 25 
Baillie William Wallace, Glasgow 25 
Mr. Alexander Cross, Knockdon 25 
The Earl of Home 20 
Mr. W. Baird, Erskine 20 

Wm. P. Beale, M.P., Drumlanford, Barrhill 10 

James Kennedy, Doonholm, Ayr. 10 

R. A. Oswald, Auchincruive 10 

J. J. Greenshields, Kerse, Lesmahagow 5 

Alexander M‘Kinlay 5 

James Greenshields, Westown 1 

£3411 

If. Towarps REVENUE. 

The Corporation of Glasgow £105 
County Council of Ayrshire 30 
Argyllshire 25 

Dumbarton 25 

Lanarkshire 21 

Buteshire 20 
Mr. C. J. Edmonstone Cranstoun 1 
£227 


It was unanimously resolved to approach the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland by deputation at an early 


date with a view to obtaining a grant from the Govern- | 


ment, and the hope was expressed that all intending 
subscribers would send in their contributions without 
delay, either to Mr. J. Campbell Murray, 216 West 
George Street, Glasgow, the Chairman of Committee, 
or to Messrs. Russell and Duncan, the agents, so that 
the list may be as complete as possible before the depu- 
tation is received by the Secretary for Scotland.—J. B.A, 


Anthrax in Aberdeenshire. 


Ata meeting of the Finance Committee of the Aber- 
deen County Council on Friday, May 15— Mr. Bothwell, 
convener, in the chair—attention was directed to an 
item in the statement of claims of over £40 paid to Mr. 
M‘Lauchlan Young, M.R.C.V.S., for the past half year 
for conducting bacteriological examinations into cases 
of anthrax. It was urged by certain members that the 
fee of 10s. 6d. per examination was too much, and that 
the question of revision should be considered in view of 
the prospective widening of the scope of these examina- 
tions by the adoption of regulations requiring the noti- 
fication of all cases of sudden death among farm live 
stock, including sheep. Mr. H. D. M‘Combie contended 
as a practical agriculturist, that it wasan absolute waste 
of money, as they were getting no nearer the origin of 
the disease or effective means of preventing it. They 
were spending about £100 a year on a watter that was 

ielding no result. Mr. Harvey, Moneykebbock, and 
Peoveak Hutcheon as strongly contended that the money 
was not wasted, and that had been an opinion expressed 
time and again by the County Council. The discussion 
afterwards dropped, it being understood that the question 
of revising the scale of fees would be brought before 
the County Council.—J. B.A. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Gianders Rabies. h 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth } (including Cases [Sheer] gwine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Onut- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Ont- | Slaugh- 
reaks| mals. |breaks} mals. breaks; mals. Dogs. Other breaks] breaks. 
) 
} 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended May 23 } 22 23 Ls) 13 | 54 r 3 85 275 
1907 .. 29 47 18 86 4 79 338 
Corresponding week in {1906 .. | 27 30 26 45 2 31 143 
1905 .. 20 24 29 57 2 25 1l1l 
Total for 21 weeks, 1908 505 682 3 112 333 | 1123 621 796 3855 
1907 .. | 501 | 690 887 909 389 | 953 | 4757 
rrespondin riod in 1906 .. | 426 652 4 85 277 505 2581 
- — {230 446 638 499 903 631 317 1510 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 26. 1908. 
IRELAND. Week ended May 16 4 1 100 
1907 1 1 6 
Corresponding Week in j 1906 3 4 29 
Total for 20 weeks, 1908 - 4 7 +» | 258 74 | 1616 
1907 1 3 oe 158 52 926 
Correspondi iod i 1906 2 2 e : 136 28 415 
1905 2 2 9 25 213 26 312 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 20, 1908, 


Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


 . 
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Meat Inspection in Scotland. | 


For some time past, but more particularly since the | 
Chicago revelations, the subject of meat inspection has 
been pemety before the public health authorities of | 
this country, while during the Parliamentary session | 

uestions relating to this matter have been numerous. | 

he Corporation of Glasgow and their veterinary sur- 
geon, Mr. Trotter, have been speci:lly active in keeping 
this question to the front, and, largely through their 
persistent agitation, an inquiry into the whole question | 
of meat inspection in Scotland was ordered by the Local | 
Government Board and conducted by their medical | 
inspector, Dr. Dittmar. His report has now been issued, | 
jo po be read with interest by those responsible for 
the management of slaughter-houses and for the inspec- 
tion of meat in this country. 

The report is divided into two parts. The first part 
deals with the extent to which slaughter-houses under 
public control have been provided in Scotland, and des- 
cribes the methods of inspection conducted in these 

ublic slanghter-houses. One is agreeably surprised to 
find from this part of the report that the priaciple that 
slaughter-houses should be under public control is one 
that has been largely followed in the burghs of Scotland. 
Of the 205 burghs, 124, or over 60 per cent., have pro- 
vided public slanghter-houses, but the proportion of the 
total burghal population supplied with such slaughter- 
houses is much larger, viz., 88 per cent. This is so far 
satisfactory, provided the inspection at these slaughter- 
houses is efficient, but the information furnished in a 
later portion of the report is by no means reassuring on 
this point. It further appears that Aberdeen is almost 
the only populous burgh that has not provided a public 
slaughter-house,and in this respect it must be considered 
far behind most Scotch burghs. From another part of 
the report, it also appears that the premises in which the 
os proportion of slaughtering of animals for human 

ood is carried on in Aberdeen are not in all respects 
suitable for their purpose, while slaughtering may be 
carried on at all hours. A thorough inspection of meat 
is therefore out of the question, and such an inspection 
cannot be effected until a public slaughter-house has 
been provided. As showing the importance of Glasgow 
as a meat-distributing centre, it is stated that about a 
uarter of the population of Scotland is supplied with 
utcher meat through Glasgow. 

The methods of meat inspection practised are dealt 
with, and, as pointed out by Dr. Dittmar, these must of 
necessity vary according to local civcumstances. In some 
of the larger towns the work of meat inspection is per- 
formed by a qualified veterinary staff or by laymen who 
have undergone a special course of ~ tote Sa prose prac- 
tical training in the subject of meat inspection. In most 


| as kil 
the reasonable probability of thorough inspection dis- 
"appears, “as a man cannot be expected to quarrel with 
his means of livelihood.” 


burghs, however, it is the exception to find that the 
superintendent, who is often a butcher by trade, has 
received any special training to fit him for the post. 
“He is an experienced officer, and may be thoroughly 
efficient ; but as a rule he has not undergone a special 
course of training in meat inspection, nor does he 
possess a certificate of competency therein from any 
recognised examining body.” It appears to be the prac- 
tice in burghs where there is not a “ whole-time” veteri- 
nary surgeon, for the superintendent to detain any 
suspicious carcaseg, for examination by the veterinary 
surgeon who may be engaged by the 1 Authority 
for this purpose. It Ee been alleged that such an 
officer in private practice cannot be efficient, as he may 
require to condemn carcases that belong to his clients ; 
but Dr. Dittmar does not consider that there is anything 
in this objection—-“the veterinary surgeon can 
ected to do his duty to the public.” hile the ad- 
ministration ef the larger slaughter-houses may be con- 


sidered efficient, the report states that in some of the 


smaller burghs it is far from satisfactory. In these 


places the superintendent of the slaughter-houses is so 


ogy | paid that he has to increase his income by acting 
e 


r for the local traders, and in these circumstances 


The report then goes on to deal with the question of 


the slaughter of pigs, and the information contained in 


this part of the report is not reassuring. It seems that 


| to a large extent only those pigs intended for the “ fresh 


pork ” trade are killed in slaughter-houses. It is stated 
that “driven pork” does not “ cure” well, and soa prac- 
tice has arisen whereby pigs are +4 killed at the 
place of feeding, e.g., at farms, etc he consequence is 
that such animals are not subjected to inspection, and 
when the carcases arrive in the towns any evidences of 
disease have been removed. This applies also to the 
carcases imported from Irelaud, a trade which is largely 
increasing, and inspection seems mure or less non- 
existent in that country. It would seem too that the 
provisions of the Public Health Act are unable to reach 
this practice, for it has been decided in the Justiciary 
Court that the section of that Act which requires 
premises where slaughtering is carried on to be licensed 
is not contravened unless the slaughterer is using pre- 
mises of his own. If this be so, the sooner the Act is 
amended the better. 

Some interesting information is then given of the 
methods of meat inspection practised in Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh, Dundee, Paisley, Falkirk, Dumfries, Stranraer, 
and Aberdeen, while a turther part of the report sum- 
marises the methods in force in all the other burghs that 
have provided public slaughter-houses. So far as Edin- 
burgh is concerned, the inspection of meat is thoroughly 
efficient, but Dr. Dittmar holds up Glasgow as the model 
for all Local Authorities to follow :— 

“The examination of each carcase, etc., is more search- 
ing and carried out in greater detail in the Glasgow 
abattoirs than in any other I have visited in Scotland. 
It would be in the public interest were a similarly de- 
tailed examination of all carcases made in other public 
abattoirs in the country, as this is the essential prelim- 
inary toa sound and scientific judgment on any particu- 
lar case.” 

From the information given, it appears that Stranraer 
and Hamilton are the only places in Scotland that affix 
a stamp to carcases showing that they have been in- 
spected and passed as sound. 

Part II of the report contains the suggestions of Dr. 
Dittmar for improving the existing state of matters in 
connection with meat inspection throughout Scotland. 
The first suggestion is that the present law should be 
amended so as to make it illegal to slaughter any animal 
intended to be sold for human food in any but a duly 
licensed slaughter-house. This seems a most reasonable 
proposal, but it may be necessary to make one or two 
exceptions, as, ¢.g., in the case of cottagers in sparsely 

pulated districts who make a part of their livelihood 
feeding pigs in small numbers. As, however, these car- 
cases are subsequently to be exposed for sale for human 
food, the public would be justified in requiring some 
evidence that they were free from disease and fit for 
human consumption. This might be attained in terms 
of the further suggestion by Dr. Dittmar that killers, 
licensed and paid by the Local Authority, might be ap- 
pointed in landward districts to slaughter animals that 
were to be sold for human food. The other suggestions 
are (1) that power should be given to the Local Govern- 
ment Board to call upon burghal Local Authorities to 
provide public slaughter-houses, that in burghs of less 
than 6000 to 8000 inhabitants no slaughter-houses other 
than public ones should be permitted within five miles 
of the burgh boundary, and that, where public slaughter- 
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houses are provided in landward districts, no private 
slaughter-houses within a defined radius of the public 
one should be permitted ; (2) that all applicants for the 
post of meat inspector or iapetiotendont of a public 
slaughter-house should possess a certificate of com- 
petency in meat inspection granted by some recognised 
examining body ; (3) that there might be issued recom- 
mendations for the guidance of officials in condemning 
carcases ; (4) that all animals should be examined by 
competent officers at the time and place of slaughter, 
and that all dead meat brought into a town should first 
be taken to a central clearing house and there examined 
before being put on sale ; and (5) that the Local Gov- 
ernment Board should call for yearly reports of the 
numbers of animals slaughtered at public abattoirs.— 
The Glasgow Herald. 


Association of Veterinary Officers of Health. 
To the Editor of the Veterinary Record. 


Dear Sir,—I am instructed by the Provisional Com- 
mittee of the Association of Veterinary Officers of 
Health to bring before your personal notice the advan- 

es offered by such an organisation. Its objects are to 
stimulate general interest, advance veterinary science, 
and watch legislation in relation to public health, and to 
advance the position of veterinary officers of health. 

Almost every ge regs now possesses some organisa- 
tion by means of which its interests are promoted, and 
it therefore behoves every veterinary surgeon employed 
in public health work to join this Association and thus 
render its influence as powerful as possible, not only in 
moulding legislation in accordance with the scientific 
requirements for its purpose, but also in securing for 
the members of the vetericary profession that recogni- 
tion of their worthiness of the trust which ought to be 
reposed in them as being specially trained for the work 
of meat and milch cow inspection. 

At present the question of the better supervision of 
our meat and milk supply has reached a most critical 
stage, inasmuch as general legislation on these subjects 
cannot be much longer delayed, and those who attended 
the first meeting were so deeply impressed with the 
advantages of united action in such circumstances that 
they unanimously agreed to become life members. 

The Provisional Committee, consisting of Professor J. 
McLauchlan Young, Aberdeen ; Messrs. J. S. Lioyd, 
Sheffield ; J. A. Jordan, Belfast ; William Robb, Air- 
drié ; James McPhail, Leeds ; Thomas A. Douglas, Kil- 
marnock ; John Malcolm, Birmingham ; and A. 
_ Trotter, Glasgow ; and thus representing all parts of the 
United Kingdom, earnestly hopes that, inspired by the 
old adage “ Unity is S rength,” you will lose no time in 
sending your application for membership-to me at the 
above address. The entrance fee is 10s. 6d., and the 
subscription 10/6 per annum, or £5 for life. 

A general meeting is to be called in June for the en- 
rolment of those prepared to join, and to decide as to 
further action.— Yours faithful 

A. M. 

Moore Street Abattoir, Glasgow, 

May 26th, 1908. 


Anthrax in Fife. 


The Fife foxhounds had a narrow escape last week. 
The carcase of a bullock, which had been brought to the 
kennels to be used as food for the hounds, was found 
on being dressed to be swarming with the germs of 
anthrax. The presence of the disease germs might have 
led to serious consequences to the man who dressed the 
well as to all the animals in the kennels. 


Prosecution by the R.C.V,S. 
“ CANINE SPECIALIST.” 


At the St. Augustine’s Petty Sessions, D’Arcy Barnes, 
of Eddington, was summoned for being an unqualified 
person acting as a veterinary surgeon. 

Defendant pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. A. K. Mowll, who prosecuted on behalf of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said proceedings 
were taken under Section 17, Sub-section 1, of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, and he pointed out that 
anyone committing an offence under that Section was 
liable to a tine of £20. He was quite certain that the 
defendant was under a misapprehension of the facts 
and the law, or he could not have done otherwise than 
have pleaded guilty to the offence, for a case had been 
recently decided which put the question of his being 
liable beyond all doubt whatever. He read defendant’s 
business card, in which the defendant pointed out that 
he was the only “ Canine specialist in Herne Bay,” that 
he treated dogs at his home and boarded them, and that 
testimonials could be seen. The card bore the words 
“cattle vet.” Mr. Mowll then read a judgment of the 
Lord Chief Justice in a case decided on April 7th of this 
year, and said Mr. Barnes’ business card went further 
than the head note of the case he had read in the 7'imes 
Law Reports, for in addition to describing himself as a 
“canine specialist,” defendant described himself as a 
“cattle vet.” They would see that the case before them 
was on all fours with the case he had read, and if the 
defendant had only known the facts and the law he 
would have known that he could not have answered the 
charge. 

Defendant said he admitted he was not a veterinary 
surgeon. 

Frederick Harry Barwood, solicitor’s clerk, Cuinber- 
land House, Herne ~! said he called at the defendant’s 
house, Eddington, on March 7th. A girl who answered 
the door said Mr. Barnes was not in. He asked if she 
would give him one of Mr. Barnes’ business cards, and 
she handed him the one produced. 

Defendant handed up testimonials from people whose 
animals he had treated. He thought the meaning of 
the word “ veterinary” was “ healing.” 

Mr. C. H. Halcombe, of Herne Bay, wished to speak 
for the defendant ; bnt was ordered to be silent. 

The Chairman said the decision in the case quoted by 
Mr. Mowll was only dated April 7. Defendant did not 


M. | put that forward as a defence ; but that was probably 


because it did not occur to him. Did the defendant 
wish to plead ignorance ?—Yes, I do, sir. 

Mr. Mowll said of course that was no answer to the 
offence. 

The Chairman said it might be no answer to the 
offence, but it was an answer in mitigation of punish- 
ment. The Court convicted the defendant of the 
offence. 

Supt. Heard said nothing previonsly was known 
against him. 

The Chairman said the defendant had admittedly 
committed an offence against the law. He was liable to 
a fine of £20 ; but they did not think the circumstances 
warranted a very heavy punishment. There might be 
cases where a fine of £20 would be deserved; but in this 
case they would let the defendant off with a fine of Is. 
and 18s. 9d. costs. 

Defendant thanked the Bench, and asked for advice ; 
but the Chairman said they could not give him that. 
They said perhaps Mr. Halcombe would advise him.— 
Herne Bay Press. 
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OBITUARY. 

James MILLER Stiruinc, M.R.C.V.S., Health Dept., 
Blackburn. Graduated, Glas : Dec., 1895. 
Mr. Stirling died on 24th April, at the age of 37, from 

heart disease. 

A. J. MuLLEN, M.R.C.V.S., Mundesley, Norfolk. 

Lond: Jan., 1884. 
Mr. Mullen died on the 17th inst. He was 48 years 


of age 


Personal. 
BarBer.— May 15th, at Church Square, Alcester, the 
wife of George H. Barber, M.R.C.V.S., of a daughter. 


DoLLaR.—On the 18th inst., at 12 Randolph Crescent, 
Maida Vale, W., the wife of Jno. A. W. Dollar, of a son. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


NEWBURY V. PEROWNE. 
Sir, 

According to the report of the above case which appears 
in your last issue (copied from The Meat Trades’ Journal) 
the Lord Chief Justice in summing up made the following 
statement :—‘‘ Mr. Williams, as a matter of fact, said he 
could not expect farmers to adopt the test, whilst Sir John 
M‘Fadyean said farmers could do so.’’ I shall be glad if 
you will allow me to point out that this amounts to a serious 
reflectioa on the Judge’s memory or hearing, for, as the 
report correctly enough states elsewhere on the same 
page (page 842), I had in my evidence expressly repu- 
diated the suggestion that the tuberculin test is one which 
can be carried out by farmers. It can hardly be necessary 
for me to add that the Lord Chief Justice did not mis-re- 
present my evidence in the manner stated. It is the repor- 
ter who has fallen into error.—Yours, etc., 

J. M‘Fapyean. 

Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town. 

May 26th, 1908. 


“IS THIS STRAIGHTFORWARD?” 
Sir, 

Mr. Garnett’s proposition to pay Members of Council 
‘‘fees and expenses ’’’ is not new It was first made nearly 
ayearago. It has been criticised many times and the 
Council has, more than once, been asked formally to dis- 
claim it. 

When, therefore, the Parliamentary Committee stated 
that the insinuation ‘‘ that the Members of Council may 
intend to devote part of the revenue of the College to paying 
themselves’’ was “entirely devoid of foundation ’’ every 
reasonably-minded man concluded that they had fully con- 
sidered the matter and solemnly repudiated any intention of 
accepting Mr. Garnett’s invitation. 

But only a couple of weeks later Mr. Garnett, who is the 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, publicly 
declared it possible that ‘‘ next year, if the Bill passes, the 
Council may decide to pay members.’’ From the first we 
have known that he intended nothing more than ‘‘ fees and 
expenses.’’ There has never been any dispute about that. 
That in fact is the whole question—and a very important 
question it is. 

It does not minimise the gravity of the master to point 
out that Mr. Garnett said ‘‘ may decide to pay members’’ 
and not ‘‘ will pay members.’’ If Mr. Garnett’s Committee 
were really in earnestin their declaration it was impossible 
for their Chairman to believe that they would in any form, 
under any circumstances, or at any time whatever, pay 
members. If the insinuation was ‘‘entirely devoid of 
foundation ’’ it meant that they finally and totally repudiated 
it. And the more the Committee were in earnest the more 
unjustifiable and reprehensible became their Chairman’s 
subsequent action. 

His statement has called in question the good faith of the 
Parliamentary Committee on a most important point. It 


was not forced from him, but was made quite spontaneously 
and for the purpose of influencing public opinion. He made 
no qualifying statement, and his letter would lead us to be- 
lieve that the Parliamentary Committee considered the 
project so desirable and imminent that as early as ‘‘ next 
year, if the Bill passes, the Council may decide to pay 
members.’’ The words used suggest that such payments 
had passed beyond the region of discussion and the only 
remaining uncertainty was when they would come into 
force. Payment, in fact, was put forward as one of the 
most probable first points of the Bill. 

Whether by accident or design Mr. Garnett has succeeded 
in conveying the impression that at a moment when the 
Council was giving the most solemn assurances to the con- 
trary it nevertheless privately harboured the design of pay- 
ing members of Council—possibly at a very early date. 
And that impression was not weakened by the fact that on 
the 10th of April I was ruled out of order when I en- 
deavoured to bring this very matter before the Council. 

A question of such importance is notlightly to be brushed 
aside by vulgar sophistries from anonymous correspondents. 
The honour and veracity of one of the principal Committees 
of the Council is directly impugned, and however reluctant 
it may be to move where its own Chairman is affected, it 
owes it to itself and to the profession to clear this matter up 
promptly and decisively. 
Jno. A. W. Dowiar. 

56 New Bond Street, W. 

May 26. 

[If we may offer a reply to Mr. Dollar's titular question 

we should say—No !—Ep.] 


“IS IT STRAIGHTFORWARD?” 
Sir, 

I have just read with feelings of intense indignation 
Diogenes ’’ letter in your issue of this week. 

He says, “I make no comment upon the fact that Mr. 
Dollar while attempting to influence the poll in order to 
bring about the election of his protégés,’’ and I ask the 
favour of space in your next week’s issue to tell him that 
I am no man’s protégé, and that for him to apply the term 
to me, for Iam one of the candidates for election to Council 
whom Mr. Dollar advi<ed the electors to plump for, is, to 
my mind, as it will probably be to my legal advisers, sail- 
ing very near to being guilty of a baseless and gross slander. 

Let me advise ‘‘ Diogenes’’ to be a little more judicious 
in his selection of terms, a little more judicious as to who 
he applies them to. Iask him then to apologise for what 
I feel isa gross offence. If he is a gentleman he will do so, 
and give his name in doing so, if he doesn’t then I will 
know what to think of him, and will undertake to find him 
another nom de plume in due course.—Yours, etc., 

R. Rutnerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 

26 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh. 

May 23, 1908. 


PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING. 
Sir, 
I enclose advertisement which has been appearing for 
some time in the London Morning Leader ($d. daily.) 


ETERINARY Surgeon Cooke, of Southsea, Hants, 

treats all diseases of animals. Special attention given 
to ailments of dogs and cats. Advice free. Send par- 
ticulars, with stamped addressed envelope. 


I am told this gentlemen is a registered man (one of the 
existing practitioners under the Act of 1881), and that the 
Council has no locus standi in the matter till the new Bill 
is passed, which is before the Privy Council. I think it is 
a scandalous thing that a Registered man can do things 
like the enclosed without any fear of the law touching him, 
and the sooner it is altered the better fur all parties. 


—Yours, etc., 
M.R.C.V.S. 


{This advertisement is appearing in The Evening News 


(Portsmouth), The Star, and several other papers.) 
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V.S. AS FARRIER-SERGT.-MAJOR. 
ir, 

Would any of your numerous readers inform me whether 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons will 
allow me to enlist in the Yeomanry with the rank of Far- 
rier-Sergt.-Major, or is it considered *‘ disgraceful conduct ”’ 
to serve as a non-com ?—Yours faithfully, 

M.R.C.V.S. 


Veterinary Societies Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.n.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.u.c.v.s.. 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Care or Goop Hope V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.t.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 


Centra, V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. J. Willett, m.n.c.v.s., € Harley Place, London, W. 
Aon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.n.v.Vv.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenae, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, éxcept August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 


Crentrat Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


V.A. or TRELann. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Hon. Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m 8.c.v.8., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 


Easrern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.n.0.v.8., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.c.v.s. 
Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 


Vet. Men. Assy. or 
Prés; Prin A. E. Mettam, R. V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens green-west, Dublin 
Hon. Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, F.8.c.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 


V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. H. Stent, m.n.c.v.s., 
Gladysmount, Stretford, Manchester 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
V.M.S. 
Mr. W. G. B. Dickinson, F.R.c.v.s., Boston 
Mr. G. Lockwood, m.w.c.v.s., 
Peterborough 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Liverpoot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. Boyce, F.R.8. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 


Vet. Assn. or MAnitosa. 
Pres: Dr. W. E. Martin, Winnipeg 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Coe, F.8.c.v.s., Copeland-st., Stoke on-Trent 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Nationa Vet. Association. 
Pres: Mr. R. Roberts, F.x.c.v.s., Tunbridge Wells 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.0.v.8, 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.0.v.8., Whitechapel, Lonaun 


Pres. 
Yon. Sec: & Treas: 


Natronan Vetertnary Benevotent & 
Derence Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.8., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.8.0.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m..0.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Muncheste 


Norra or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. S. Elphick, m.2.c.v.s., 
56 Eldon st., Newcastle on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.8.c.v.s. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


or Irrianp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.x.c.v.s., Lurgan 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.S. A. Jordan, .8.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. J. Ross, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 


or Scorzanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. James Peddie, r.a.c.v.s., Nethergate, Dundee 
. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.n.c.v.s., 
Alford, Aberdeen 
Norra Wares V.M.A. 
: Dr. G. J. Evans, m.8.c.v.s., Bangor 
. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, ™.R.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Onturio 


Province or Quesec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand. P.Q. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Craig Tennart, F.R.c.v.s., 
Thames Street, Windsor 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, F.8.0.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhesd 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Roya. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, o.v.s , Auchtermuchity. 


Hon. Sec: 
Roya, Vetertnary M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, m R.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, H.J. Allen 


Scortish Merroponitan V.M.S. 
Mr. John W. McIntosh, m.n.c.v.s., 
¥ skbank. Dalkeith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.R.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Soutnern Counties V.8. 
Pres: Mr. R. Roberts, F.r.c.v.s., Tunbridve Wells 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.x.c.v.s., Worthing 
don. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.8.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sours anp YoresHire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. J. Wilson, m.n.c.v.s., Yarm 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.B.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T.-H. Dale, m.r.c.v.s., p.v.s., Potchefstroom 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, m-R.c.v.8., D.v.8., Krugersdorp 
Hen. Sec: Mr. J. Chalmers, M.8.c.v.s., G.v.s., Heidelberg 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John Duustan, m Liskeard 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.R.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon. Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.x.c.v.8., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 
West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg, m.r.c.v.s., Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: & Treasr: Jus. Macfarlane, M.R.c.v.s., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorksurire Vat. AseociaTIon 
Pres: Mr. J. McKinna, F.r.c.v.s., Ramsden st [[uddersfield 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, ur.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. H. G. Bowes, .8.0.v.8., 
106 Clarendon-road, Leeds 


Pres: 
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